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News Release 

An eclectic May Fair returns to Wivenhoe 

12-6pm Sat 26 May 2012
Wivenhoe, Essex, 2 May 2012: Where else but Wivenhoe’s May Fair could you get to hear rocking indie bands sharing the stage with an African Kora and some of the finest vocalists in East Anglia?

To celebrate its 30th anniversary the May Fair will be bringing in some of the best and most eclectic local talent on Saturday, 26 May when it stages this year’s free community arts and music event.

Aimed at all ages, this year’s family friendly charity fund raiser will bring back some of the highlights of its past and promises to be a fantastic afternoon. To celebrate 30 years of promoting peace and love, the organisers are asking festival goers to "fancy their dress" in a 70s vibe with funky flares, glamorous glitter and fabulous flowers. There will be plenty of opportunity (and encouragement) for attendees to glam up when they arrive from the many vintage clothes stalls.
Spread over three stages, as well as a cinema tent, the day will be jam packed with predominately local entertainment ranging from acoustic singer songwriters to rock, reggae and everything in between (see more details of the line up below).

The beer tent, which also raises money for the May Fair by selling real ale from a local award-winning brewery, will be back on the field alongside fantastic food and market stalls, circus acts, bouncy castle, face painting and other activities for children. 

As in previous years the community-based festival, which has raised nearly £35,000 for charities since 2000, will be staged between noon and 6pm on the King George V Playing Field in the centre of Wivenhoe and will be collecting money to go towards the supported charities.  
The May Fair started as a peace festival in 1982.  Although the format of the event changed over the years, the emphasis on providing entertainment while promoting green, organic and sustainable lifestyles remains.  Regardless of the weather the festival is always well supported by music and art lovers, many of whom return every year.

In no particular order, the acts confirmed to date are (subject to possible change):

Tree Stage

Hurricane - Pop poet and writer Martin Newell’s acoustic rock outfit (Wivenhoe)  

Jake and Caitlin - Acoustic duo (Wivenhoe)
Foxtrot Oskar - Electro funk pop (Wivenhoe)         

Jay and the family band - Funk, hip hop and blues (Wivenhoe)

Hobo Chang - original roots, reggae, soul and funk (Wivenhoe)
Brainstorm Wednesday - Acoustic guitar duo (Wivenhoe)
Surfquake - Original surf sounds (Wivenhoe/Colchester)

Buddy Lee Dickens - Country punk, root beer swillin' music (Colchester)
Lou Terry - Singer songwriter (Wivenhoe)
Animal Noise - Battered and beaten flamenco punk (Colchester)  
Mike Trim & Josh Doherty - African harp (kora) and acoustic guitar (Wivenhoe)
Dead Cannons - Electro rock (Colchester)
Sunrise Stage

Natasha Robertson - Captivating Singer songwriter (Wivenhoe)

Lucy Sampson - Singer songwriter armed with ukulele & cahon
The Band of Fools- European/gypsy music on accordion, violin, bouzouki, trumpet, double bass & cajon (Wivenhoe)
Snake Oil - Swampy, acoustic blues (Colchester)
Sleeper Cell - Country blues with a dark edge
The Medlars - Outstanding folk (Colchester)
Rhonda Merrick and the All-British Potluck Band - Original blues, funk and soul (Mersea)
Solko - Saxophone driven soul & funk rhythms and dub grooves.
The Open Mic Stage was a great hit last year so, if you want to play, sign up early with the open mic crew as soon as the festival opens at noon. 
The ever popular Sunset Cycle-Powered Cinema will once again be showcasing the work of local film makers.  A full programme will be announced soon.

Over the winter the team has been working closely with the local authorities and emergency services to create a safe and relaxed event.  As a result there will be an increased police presence in the vicinity and double the number of trained security personnel on the field. The venue will operate a restricted alcohol policy and no glass is permitted on site. Please see the website for full details of what is allowed on site.
Reflecting both the ethos of the May Fair and a total absence of parking in Wivenhoe on the day, organisers are also encouraging festival goers to leave their cars behind. An increased train service to Wivenhoe will drop people off 2 minutes away from the event or come by bike, where plenty of bike storage areas will be available. Buses will also be offering a regular service to and from the event. 

More information about the May Fair is available on the website www.wivenhoemayfair.com, by emailing info@wivehoemayfair.com  and on Facebook www.facebook.com/wivenhoemayfair
Mike Freeman of the Wivenhoe May Fair said: “The 30th anniversary May Fair will be a fantastic eclectic music and arts event offering something for everyone. We are all really excited about focusing on the true essence of the May Fair and creating a relaxed community day on 26 May.  

“With less than a month to go we still have plenty to do and I would ask anyone with a few hours to spare before, during and after the May Fair to get in touch.  Helping to run an event while raising money for charity can be great fun and very rewarding.”
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Notes to editors 
The Wivenhoe May Fair (www.wivenhoemayfair.com) is a community-based free festival which is entirely run by volunteers. In addition to supporting local music, crafts and visual arts it raises money for local, national and international charities.  Nearly £35,000 has been raised since 2000.
Started as a peace festival 30 years ago, the Wivenhoe May Fair still aims to follow that ideal as well as promoting green, organic and sustainable lifestyles.
Wivenhoe May Fair is a trading name of Wivenhoe May Fair Ltd., a not-for-profit general fund-raising company.
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