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News Release 

Date announced for this year’s Wivenhoe May Fair

Over 30 acts to appear in one afternoon at free festival

Wivenhoe, 25 February 2009: Wivenhoe May Fair, the free music, comedy and spoken word festival, is to be held this year on the afternoon of Monday 25th May, which is the last Bank Holiday in May.

The 27 year old community-based festival, which is run entirely by volunteers and supports charities, will be staged on the King George V Playing Field in the centre of the town.  As in previous years the feast of entertainment will start at noon and end at 6pm.

Building on last year’s exceptional array of talent, the organisers are expecting 12 bands to play on the two music stages and over 20 comedians, poetry readers and story tellers to appear in the spoken word marquee.  The full line up will be announced in April.

In addition, the well-supported event will feature a healing area where visitors can experience a range of alternative therapies. There will also be a beer tent selling real ales, a huge array of market stalls, circus acts, face painting and other activities for children.  A wide choice of food will also be available to help sustain the festival goers.

As well as providing music and performances for all ages, the May Fair also raises money for local, national and international charities.  Over the last four years the event has contributed nearly £8000 to charity coffers.  Recipients have included Macmillan Cancer Support, Essex Air Ambulance, Colchester Cat Rescue and the Wivenhoe “Communty” Bus.  In order to help these worthy causes donations will be requested by the colourful ‘May Fairies’ who roam the site with collecting buckets.

The May Fair started as a peace festival in 1982.  Although the format of the event has changed over the years, the emphasis on providing entertainment while promoting green, organic and sustainable lifestyles remains.  Come rain or shine it always commands a great turnout of supporters, many of whom travel long distances to attend each year.  
More information about the May Fair is available by telephoning the organisers on 01206 820826, emailing them at info@wivehoemayfair.com or on the website www.wivenhoemayfair.com
Jon Chamberlain of the Wivenhoe May Fair said: “Music, comedy and spoken word lovers should put the 25th of May in their diaries as this is an incredible afternoon of entertainment.  There’s so much going on around the field and on the stages that people of all ages will have a fantastic day at the 2009 Wivenhoe May Fair.”
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Notes to editors

The Wivenhoe May Fair is a community-based free festival which is entirely run by volunteers. It supports local music, crafts and performing arts and raises money for local, national and international charities.  Nearly £8,000 has been raised over the last four years.

Started as a peace festival 27 years ago, the Wivenhoe May Fair still aims to follow that ideal as well as promoting green, organic and sustainable lifestyles.

For more information visit www.wivenhoemayfair.com
Wivenhoe May Fair is a trading name of Wivenhoe May Fair Ltd., a not-for-profit general fund-raising company.

Reg. No: 6191598. Registered Office: 1 Brewery House, Brook Street, Wivenhoe, Essex CO7 9DS
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