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News Release 

Pedal-power focus for 2010 Wivenhoe May Fair
Wivenhoe, 8 April 2010: Wivenhoe May Fair, the free music and arts festival, will be held this year on the afternoon of Monday 31st May, the last Bank Holiday in May.

As in previous years, the 28 year old community-based festival will be staged on the King George V Playing Field in the centre of the town.  The event is run entirely by volunteers and has raised over £25,000 for charities over the past 10 years.  The jam-packed programme of music and entertainment, which starts at noon and ends at 6pm, will be announced in late April.
The May Fair started as a peace festival in 1982.  Although the format of the event has changed over the years, the emphasis on providing entertainment while promoting green, organic and sustainable lifestyles remains.  Regardless of the weather, the festival is always well supported by music and arts lovers, many of whom return every year.

For the first time, alongside over a dozen bands playing on two music stages, this year’s May Fair will also feature a cycle-powered cinema tent showcasing the work of local film makers.  This exciting addition is being organised by low carbon campaigners Transition Wivenhoe and the Reel Appeal, who are currently raising money to run a community cinema in the town.

Continuing the pedal-powered theme, the organisers are also encouraging festival goers to leave their cars behind and cycle to the May Fair.  Plenty of bike storage areas will be available and Cycle Colchester will be giving away goodie bags for people who arrive on bikes. Colchester Cycle Hire, based near North Station, is offering a 50% discount on bike hire to the event, including tandems, unicycles and bike trailers. For the more sedate festival goer trains and buses offer a regular service from surrounding areas and drop you very close to the event. There is no parking for cars at the event. 
Both children and adults will be well catered for during the day. The obligatory beer tent will be selling real ales and cider and wide range of food will be available. Market stalls, workshops, circus acts, a bouncy castle, face painting and other activities for children will keep the whole family busy. The popular healing area will also return to enable visitors to try a range of alternative therapies.  
Vendors interested in taking a stall at the event are encouraged to get in touch soon as space is allocated on a first come first served basis.
In addition, the May Fair is keen to attract new volunteers who are interested in working with the performers, looking after festival-goers or being part of the eco-friendly ‘green police’.  Being part of the team is great fun and helps to support the charities.  The organisers would be delighted to hear from anyone who could spare a couple of hours or more on the day. Two ‘meet the team’ evening have also been organised for volunteers to learn more about the May Fair.  Taking place at the Station pub in Wivenhoe, the first gathering begins at 6.30pm on April 13th and the second at 8pm on 21 April.  All are very welcome to pop in for a chat.
More information about the May Fair is available on the website www.wivenhoemayfair.com, by emailing info@wivehoemayfair.com  or by calling 01206 820826.
Jon Chamberlain of the Wivenhoe May Fair said: “After the success of last year’s May Fair, the committee are working flat out at the moment to organise an even better event in 2010.  We are especially excited to be adding a pedal-powered cinema tent to the event and come rain or shine we will be hosting a feast of entertainment on the 31st of May.”
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Notes to editors

The Wivenhoe May Fair is a community-based free festival which is entirely run by volunteers. In addition to supporting local music, crafts and visual arts it raises money for local, national and international charities.  In excess of £25,000 has been raised over the last 10 years.

Started as a peace festival 28 years ago, the Wivenhoe May Fair still aims to follow that ideal as well as promoting green, organic and sustainable lifestyles.

For more information visit www.wivenhoemayfair.com
Wivenhoe May Fair is a trading name of Wivenhoe May Fair Ltd., a not-for-profit general fund-raising company.

Reg. No: 6191598. Registered Office: 1 Brewery House, Brook Street, Wivenhoe, Essex CO7 9DS
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