Open letter to the residents of Wivenhoe 
Wivenhoe, Essex, 3 June 2011

Dear all
The organisers of the Wivenhoe May Fair would like to thank the peaceful festival goers of all ages who attended this year’s music and arts event and who helped to raise over £4,500 for charity.  Over 25 bands and artists played during the day, the cycle-powered cinema showcased local talent, children were entertained and shopaholics made full use of the colourful and eclectic stalls.
Unfortunately, as you know, the 2011 festival was not as quiet as usual.  The committee utterly deplores violence and openly apologises to anyone who was affected by the unexpected element who were in the area with the clear intention of causing trouble 
As a volunteer team we are all saddened by these events and, as promised, have since then spoken to the relevant authorities and conducted an initial investigation into issues caused by this small minority.  
The 2011 event began as planned with a fantastic atmosphere and minimal issues. However, an hour and half before the end, some 40 troublemakers made their way to the vicinity of the skate park and began to scuffle.   We are unable to restrict access.  They were also surrounded by a large number of young onlookers who were not directly involved.  
As soon as it became apparent that this unpleasant situation was developing additional members of both our professional SIA registered security team and volunteer stewards were immediately sent to the area.  As the situation was now of a potentially serious nature we quickly instigated the next level of our pre-agreed and approved crowd control procedure and called for Police support.  
On arrival they took control of the situation and dispersed the youths. The Police remained in the village until most people had left the area. Overall, officers have to date made three arrests for offences associated with the event.  The committee is also working closely with them to identify other perpetrators.
Fortunately, contrary to some reports, only three medical cases were referred to hospital during the day as precautionary measure.  None were the result of the incident that occurred at the end of the day.  33 people were also assisted on-site for various problems, which is viewed as a low level for an event of this type, size and duration.

The May Fair has been a very important event in Wivenhoe’s calendar for nearly 30 years.  Not only does it raise a considerable sum for charity, but it also provides a valuable platform to demonstrate local musical and artistic talent to a wider audience.

The committee’s task is now to work with the authorities and community groups to instigate workable changes that prevent the trouble-making minority from spoiling the event for the peaceful majority while keeping the May Fair’s ethos intact.  We take this responsibility very seriously and appreciate your continuing support.
Kindest regards
The Wivenhoe May Fair Committee
